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Members of Congress. I do not interpret this
provision to detract from my constitutional
authority and that of my appointed heads of
departments to supervise and control the op-
erations and communications of the execu-
tive branch, including the control of privi-
leged and national security information.

I urge the Congress to complete action on
the remaining FY 2000 appropriations bills
as quickly as possible and send them to me
in an acceptable form.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 29, 1999.

NOTE: H.R. 2490, approved September 29, was
assigned Public Law No. 106–58.

Statement on Signing the Extension
of the Airport Improvement
Program Act
September 29, 1999

I am pleased to sign S. 1637, the ‘‘Exten-
sion of the Airport Improvement Program
Act,’’ releasing the final $290 million of FY99
funds for the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion’s Airport Improvement Program (AIP).
These funds will help communities across the
country finance critical projects to enhance
airport safety and capacity and reduce noise.
Some $71 million of the AIP funds will go
to help lessen the growing problem of air-
port-related noise, by insulating nearby
schools and residential neighborhoods and
other noise mitigation efforts. These and
other efforts by the Federal Government will
mean that, by next year, only 600,000 Ameri-
cans will be adversely affected by aircraft
noise, compared to the 2.3 million Americans
who faced that problem in 1995. A significant
portion of the funds released today will go
to help smaller airports, which have fewer
financial resources and are more dependent
on Federal assistance to meet their capital
requirements than are larger airports.

NOTE: S. 1637, approved September 29, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–59.

Memorandum on Funding for the
Korean Peninsula Energy
Development Organization
September 29, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–42

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Use of $18.1 Million in Unallocated
Nonproliferation, Anti-Terrorism, Demining
and Related Programs Funds for a U.S.
Contribution to the Korean Peninsula
Energy Development Organization (KEDO)

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 614(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2364(a)(1) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
that it is important to the security interests
of the United States to furnish up to $18.1
million in funds made available under the
heading ‘‘Nonproliferation, Anti-Terrorism,
Demining and Related Programs’’ in title II
of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing,
and Related Programs Appropriations Act,
1999, as enacted in Public Law 105–277, for
assistance for KEDO without regard to any
provision of law within the scope of section
614(a)(1). I hereby authorize the furnishing
of this assistance.

Your are hereby authorized and directed
to transmit this determination to the Con-
gress and to arrange for its publication in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 7227—100th
Anniversary of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars
September 29, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a free Nation, we must always remem-

ber that our achievements in peace have
been built on the sacrifices of our veterans
in war. We owe a profound debt to brave
Americans like the members of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States who
knew their duty and did it well—even at the
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risk of their freedom and their lives, and we
are proud to honor the VFW as it celebrates
its 100th anniversary.

Each VFW member has given double serv-
ice to our Nation by answering the call to
duty in the Armed Forces and by joining the
VFW. Whether raising the morale of our
men and women in uniform, helping veterans
receive their much-deserved benefits, pro-
viding scholarships for our youth, or bringing
hope and help to families and communities
in need, these veterans have upheld the high-
est standards of service and citizenship. Per-
haps most important, they are the living re-
minder of the countless men and women who
have served and sacrificed throughout past
decades to defend our Nation and preserve
the liberties we hold so dear. VFW members
and their fallen comrades have carried the
torch of freedom both at home and in distant
lands, and America remains forever grateful.

We have a solemn responsibility to ensure
that all our veterans enjoy the quality of life
they deserve. On Veterans Day last year, I
was proud to sign into law the Veterans Pro-
grams Enhancement Act. This legislation im-
proves a wide range of benefits and pro-
grams, including an increase in compensation
payments to veterans with disabilities as well
as benefits to the survivors of Americans who
died serving our country.

The small groups of Spanish-American
War veterans who first banded together in
1899 could not have envisioned that their
numbers would grow to more than two mil-
lion strong, or that the VFW would come
to have such an enormous positive influence
on the lives of generations of veterans, their
families, and communities throughout our
Nation. As we celebrate the centennial of the
VFW, we honor these veterans for all they
have done to build a proud past for our Na-
tion and to ensure a brighter future for us
all.

Recognizing the contribution of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars to the continued
strength of our country and success of our
democracy, the Congress, by H.J. Res. 34,
has called on the President to issue a procla-
mation in observance of September 29, 1999,
as the ‘‘100th Anniversary of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars.’’ On this day, let us reflect
with pride on our great country and remem-

ber with gratitude the contributions of the
many loyal and courageous veterans who
have given so much of themselves both at
home and around the world to preserve our
freedom.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 29, 1999, as
the 100th Anniversary of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars. I urge all Americans to recognize
this day with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-nine, and of the Independence
of the United States of America, the two hun-
dred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:23 a.m., October 1, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 4.

Remarks at the Arts and Humanities
Awards Dinner
September 29, 1999

The President. Ladies and gentlemen,
welcome to the White House. A special wel-
come to all of our honorees of the National
Medals of Arts and Humanities. The nice
thing about this evening, apart from being
here in America’s house slightly before we
celebrate its 200th birthday, is that there are
no speeches and lots of entertainment—
[laughter]—unless, of course, Mr. Keillor
wants to substitute for me at this moment.
[Laughter] I’ll be living down that crack I
made about him for the rest of my life.
[Laughter]

I want to say again, as I did today and as
Hillary did, that this is one of the most enjoy-
able and important days of every year to us,
because it gives America a chance to recog-
nize our sons and daughters who have en-
riched our lives, made us laugh, made us
think, made us cry, lifted us up when we
were down. In so many ways, all of you have
touched so many people that you will never
know. But in all of them accumulated, you


